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MESSAGE
FROM THE
PRESIDENT

OTF is Greener than Ever.

Today�s society is using terms like green, or organic, and is starting 

to think differently. Whether it is political, personal, or just jumping 

on the band wagon, changes are starting to happen. You can see the 

changes all around you. Just walk through any major super store 

and you will see organic seeds, potting soil, fruits, vegetables, etc.  

Buildings, cars and landscapes are all going green. Fresh, clean 

water has become more valuable than ever and is a resource that 

cannot be taken for granted.  

How does this all �t in with us as turfgrass and landscape managers?  

Research has proven that turfgrass is an amazing �lter for ground 

water and absorbs gasses, such as carbon and sulfur dioxide, along 

with a list of other positive in�uences.   

OTF, with other green industry leaders, is currently spearheading an 

economic impact survey for the state of Ohio that will help prove 

to legislators the importance and value of turfgrass to the state.  

Whether it is a golf course, ball �eld, or front yard, turfgrass has a 

value and the state of Ohio should support research.  

Speaking of research, the OSU Turfgrass Science Team has been hard 

at work planning a great time at this year�s �eld day on August 13.  

Come and join the OTF and OTRT boards checking out the research 

at this years Field Day. You can go to www.ohioturfgrass.org for more 

information and registration. 

The point that I am trying to make is that you should be proud of 

being a member of an association that is greener than ever through 

the sound research that you have supported.

Your OTF President,

Todd J. Voss
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OTF Members
Encouraged to

Participate
in New Statewide Turfgrass 

Economic Impact Study

Recently, the Ohio Turfgrass Foundation Board of Directors 

made the decision to conduct a statewide Economic Impact 

Survey for the turfgrass industry for the �rst time since 1989. 

The Strategy Team, Inc., Columbus, OH has been contracted 

to perform the extensive survey and report the results back 

to the OTF Board so we can share the information with Ohio�s 

green industry professionals, state legislators and others 

who have a vested interest in our industry. 

Ohio�s turfgrass industry provides thousands of jobs, creates 

millions of dollars in tax revenue and creates many bene�ts 

to the environment. Without current information, however, it 

is dif�cult to communicate the direct economic impact our 

industry has on the state to our legislators and others.

Recognizing the survey�s importance and potential ben-

e�ts to Ohio�s turfgrass industry, The Ohio State University 

Turfgrass Science Program supports this initiative and is 

assisting with the development of the survey. This coop-

erative effort between OSU and OTF will have long-term 

bene�ts for the OSU Turfgrass Science Program and future 

funding efforts. 

As a green industry professional in Ohio your support of 

this project is vital. If you are surveyed, OTF urges you to 

take the time to complete the written survey, or verbal, if 

contacted by phone. Your feedback is invaluable to this 

effort and will help provide the data needed to support 

our industry.   

If you have questions, contact OTF at 888-683-3445. We 

look forward to your participation in this important en-

deavor!



All turfgrass and landscape managers interested in learning about 

current research at The Ohio State University should plan to spend 

August 13 with hundreds of fellow turfgrass professionals at the OTF 

Research & Education Facility in Columbus. 

The field day provides a great forum to meet with other turf and 

landscape professionals and the OSU Turfgrass Science Team. It is 

an excellent opportunity to learn from many of the country�s best 

in turfgrass and landscape research and teaching, tour the OTF 

Research & Education Facility, and network with industry peers. 

Following is a tentative listing of topics that will be offered:

GOLF

�	 Dew	 �	 Insecticide Update 

�	 Dollar Spot/Fertility	 �	 Putting Green Hydrology

�	 Fungicide Evaluation	 �	 Shaded Bentgrass

�	 Fungicide Timing

LAWN & SPORTS

�	 Broadleaf Weed Control	 �	 Low Input Sustainable Turfgrass

�	 Fertilizer/PGRs	 �	 Plant Growth Regulators

�	 Fertilizer Costs	 �	 Preemergence Crabgrass Control

�	 Urban Landscape

	 Ecology

Afternoon Program (1:00 � 2:00 pm)

One hour seminars will be available in the afternoon for those 

interested in earning turf (Category 8) and ornamentals (Category 

6c) credit towards Pesticide License Re-Certi�cation.

Ornamental Insect & Mite Management Update for 2008

Dr. Dave Shetlar, OSU (Category 6a, 1 hr)

Weed Control 

Dr. John Street and Dr. Dave Gardner, OSU (Category 8, 1 hr)

Turfgrass Pests Diagnostics Walk

Pam Sherratt and Joe Rimelspach, OSU (Category 8, 1 hr)

Annual and Perennial OSU Gardens Trial Open House 

A tour of the OSU annual and perennial gardens will be provided 

on west campus at Howlett Hall/Kottman Hall. There are over 550 

cultivars in the trials and you can spend time viewing the trials after 

2 pm if you like.

Transportation to the trial gardens is on your own but they are less 

than one mile from the turf research center. There is no additional 

cost for the afternoon garden tour. Horticulturists and other green 

industry personnel are welcome for the tour.  

For additional information please contact Claudio Pasian by email at 

pasian.1@osu.edu.

Field Day brochures and registration materials will be mailed to all 

OTF members this month. For more information, contact the OTF 

of�ce at 888-683-3445 or visit www.OhioTurfgrass.org.

�

OSU/OTF Turfgrass Research Field Day – August 13

Register online at www.OhioTurfgrass.org!
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GREEN
I N D U S T R Y

NEWS
$5 Million Third Frontier 
Grant to Advance Granule 
Technology

The performance of a liquid combined with the convenience of a 

capsule is the focus of a $5 million three-year Third Frontier Grant 

exploring advanced granule technologies that address the economic, 

health and environmental concerns of the turfgrass, horticulture and 

agricultural industries.

The Andersons, Inc. will be leading an Ohio Bioproducts Innovation 

Center project to develop granular material that more effectively 

contains, transports, and delivers fertilizer and pesticides, or other 

biologically active ingredients, to speci�c areas. The result is a more  

effective and environmentally safer product, activating only when 

exposed to water.

Ohio State University�s Ohio Agricultural Research and Development 

Center and Ohio State University Extension will provide scientists to 

develop and help commercialize the materials.

�Our granular technology is well received within the professional turf 

markets and generates a revenue stream for our Turf & Specialty 

Group,� said The Andersons CEO Mike Anderson. �This grant will en-

able us to accelerate our research in extending this proprietary tech-

nology to agriculture applications that we believe will provide ben-

e�ts on a global scale. We are proud to be a leader in this project.� 

Other collaborators of the project include: Syngenta Crop Protection, 

Inc.; Ohio-based PSB Company, a division of White Castle System; 

Ohio-based National Lime and Stone Company; and the U.S. Depart-

ment of Agriculture�s Agricultural Research Service. 

�We are extremely pleased that this award will enhance an already 

strong working relationship with The Andersons, Syngenta and other 

partners. The focus of delivering a granule to crops with the perfor-

mance of a liquid and retaining the convenience and safety of gran-

ule products is exciting,� said OARDC director Steve Slack. �We look 

forward to participating as a research and development partner on 

this project.�

The broad range of targeted applications of the granule technol-

ogy includes turf, nursery, �oriculture, fruits, vegetables and �eld 

crops. 

�This is a signi�cant award for all Ohioans, as this investment will 

create new jobs and needed economic growth,� said Bobby Moser, 

dean of Ohio State University�s College of Food, Agricultural, and En-

vironmental Sciences. �We are honored to have the opportunity to 

collaborate with The Andersons and assist in the development and 

adaptation of the advanced granular technology in much larger agri-

cultural markets in both the U.S. and around the world.�

Ohio State University researchers involved in the project include: ag-

ricultural engineer Erdal Ozkan, turfgrass specialist Dave Gardner, 

nursery and landscape specialist Hannah Mathers, plant pathologist 

Mike Boehm, horticulturist Claudio Pasian, vegetable specialist Mark 

Bennett, soil and environmental chemist Nick Basta, weed scientist 

Mark Loux and entomologist Dave Shetlar.



13th Annual Ohio Lawn Care 
Outdoor Summer Seminar 
Scheduled for August 14

The 2008 Ohio Lawn Care Outdoor Summer Seminar is scheduled for 
August 14. This outdoor, hands-on �eld day will offer presentations 
from industry experts on:

�	 The Green World Above a 3-inch Cut
	 Fred Hower, The Ohio Nurseryman (General Session)

�	 Broadleaf Weeds & Herbicide Update (Cat. 8, .5 Hrs.)
	 Dr. David Gardner, OSU Dept. of Horticulture & Crop Science

�	 Turfgrass Insect Diagnostics & Management (Cat. 6a, .5 Hrs.)		
	 Dr. Dave Shetlar, OSU Dept. of Entomology 

�	 Weedy Grass Management & Fertilizer Update (Cat. 8, .5 Hrs.) 
	 Dr. John Street, OSU Dept. of Horticulture & Crop Science

�	 Emerald Ash Borer Update & Tree/Shrub Disease ID
	 & Management (Cat. 6a, .5 Hrs.)
	 Amy Stone, Extension Educator Urban & Consumer Horticulture,
	 Lucas County & Joe Rimelspach, OSU Dept. of Plant Pathology

�	 Equipment Displays and Demonstrations

�	 Applicator Record Keeping & Lawn Noti�cation �
	 General Session (CORE, 1 Hr.)
	 Terry Grace, Ohio Department of Agriculture

This year�s event will be held on Thursday, August 14 at The Ohio 
Turfgrass Foundation Research and Education Facility in Columbus. 
Registration information will be mailed in July. Nearly 200 lawn 
care professionals participated in this important annual event in 
2007.

For the eighth year in a row, the Ohio Lawn Care Outdoor Summer 
Seminar is being offered in conjunction with the OSU/OTF Turfgrass 
Research Field Day, which will be held the previous day. Join green 
industry professionals from Ohio and surrounding states with turf-
grass research tours for Grounds, Lawn Care, Landscaping and Golf 
Course management. 

For information contact the OLCA office at 800-510-5296 or visit 
www.OhioLawnCare.org.

For information about the OSU/OTF Turfgrass Research Field Day 
see page 4.

OTF Seeks Nominations
for Annual Awards

Do you know anyone who deserves recognition for contributions 
to turf management? Applications for nominating this year�s re-
cipients of �Professional of the Year� and �Professional Excellence� 
awards may be found at www.OhioTurfgrass.org or by calling OTF at 
888-683-3445.  

Nominees for �Professional of the Year� awards are judged on the 
following attributes:

�	 Fellowship � willingness to share knowledge with and help train 
	 fellow turf personnel

�	 Inventive Ingenuity � leadership in developing new ideas and trends  
	 in turfgrass management

�	 Membership in turf related and other civic organizations

�	 Length of dedicated service to the turf industry

Professional Excellence awards are based upon similar criteria, and 
are awarded to those deserving special recognition for signi�cant 
contributions to the turfgrass industry. Awards and scholarships will 
be presented right before the Keynote Speech, Tuesday, December 9, 
at the Ohio Turfgrass Conference & Show.  

The 2007 Professional of the Year was awarded to Bill Powell, Clear-
view Golf Course. Professional Excellence Awards were presented 
to Mike O�Keeffe, OSU International Programs and John Miller, 
GCSAA/LPGA Agronomist. 

The deadline to submit your nomination is October 24.

2008 OTF Scholarship
Applications Accepted

OTF is committed to improving turfgrass through research and educa-
tion. One of the best ways to foster this commitment is by providing 
scholarships to students pursuing green industry studies. Last year, 
along with the Ohio Turfgrass Research Trust and the Ronald D. Baker, 
Sr. Memorial Scholarship, OTF provided $22,000 in scholarships to 
turf students.   

�
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To solicit quali�ed candidates, OTF sent letters and scholarship ap-

plications in May to the faculty of turfgrass programs at several Ohio 

colleges. In addition, OTF members are asked to recommend any of 

their student summer employees who they feel would be quali�ed.  

OTF scholarship applications are available at www.OhioTurfgrass.org. 

The deadline to apply is October 24.

OTF�s scholarship committee is certain to see a large number of 

applications, making the task of choosing scholarship recipients 

dif�cult, but ensuring that OTF�s awards go to the best and brightest 

students in the green industry. Scholarships will be awarded immedi-

ately preceeding this year�s Keynote Speech on Tuesday, December 

9. For more information on OTF�s scholarship program, contact OTF 

at 888-683-3445.

OTF Auction Needs
Your Donation

All OTF members are encouraged to donate to this year�s auction. 
Now is the time to think of what you can donate that will raise 
money for turfgrass research.

Everyone � not just exhibitors � can help! Think of something fun 
or unique. Last year, more than $15,000 was raised thanks to many 
great donations.  

Rounds of golf donated by some of Ohio�s premier golf courses 
were very popular, as were sporting event tickets. OSU vs. LSU 
National Championship Football Game tickets raised $2000, 4 tickets 
to the Notre Dame vs. Stanford football game went for $1000, and 
4 Columbus Blue Jackets tickets went for $350. A night with the 
Grounds Crew at a Cincinnati Reds game earned $350, and Cleve-
land Browns autographed football jerseys raised more than $200.

The profits support turfgrass research and scholarships in Ohio! 
The Live Auction will take place on Wednesday, December 10 from 
5:00 � 7:00 pm.  

You�ll also have the chance to earn up to $1000 by entering the 
reverse-raf�e. Plan now to purchase raf�e tickets, donate, and bid 
on items. To make your donation, call OTF at 888-683-3445.

Participating in the auctions is great fun and the pro�ts go to the 
turf program!

Ohio Turfgrass
Research Trust Update

The Ohio Turfgrass Research Trust (OTRT) is pleased to 

announce that Mark Grunkemeyer, Buckeye Ecocare was 

nominated to serve on its Board of Directors. Grunkemey-

er replaces long-time board member Paul Jacquemin, 

The Andersons, whose term expired February 1, 2008.  

OTF and OTRT thank Paul for his many years of service on 

both the OTF and OTRT Board of Directors. Grunkemeyer 

is also a Trustee of the Ohio Turfgrass Foundation and will 

serve as the liaison between OTF and OTRT.  

In other OTRT board news, Dr. Chuck Darrah, CLC LABS 

was nominated as President to succeed Joe Motz, The 

Motz Group, while Motz was nominated to replace Darrah 

as Treasurer � both are 2-year terms.

Ohio
  Turfgrass
    Research
      Trust Inc.
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The OTF Conference & Show Update

The Program Development and Trade Show planning committees of OTF recently announced designs 

for the 2008 Ohio Turfgrass Conference & Show, scheduled for December 8 � 11 in Columbus.   

�The goal of this year�s design is to get across the message that there is a lot more at OTF than just 

turf. We have lots of sessions geared to ornamentals, irrigation, aquatics, human resources, etc. And 

the exhibitors display more than just turf products and services,� explained OTF Executive Director 

Kevin Thompson.  

The committee�s goal was to graphically portray that the OTF Conference and Show has offerings 

for lawn and landscape, groundskeepers, horticulturalists, and more. �Even though this event has 

succeeded for 42 years, there are many who are new to the industry, or they just don�t realize the 

many options available to them. This is the best conference in the country to learn about the latest in 

grounds management, visit leading suppliers and meet thousands of fellow turf professionals.�

Since January the committees have been hard at work planning this year�s conference and show to be held at the Greater Columbus Conven-

tion Center. A fantastic educational program has been developed that caters to the needs of all turfgrass and landscape professionals. Several 

highly-regarded, nationally-known turfgrass experts are on the program.

Complete conference details, along with registration information, will mail to all members and be available at www.OhioTurfgrass.org in 

September.

Help OTF Save Money

The green industry experiences a lot of employee turn-over, making it dif�cult to keep records up-to-date. Do you receive mailings from 

OTF addressed to individuals you no longer employ? If the answer is �YES�, you can save OTF money by helping to update our database. 

OTF urges you to help. If you receive mailings for former employees, or others who should not receive mailings, please call OTF at 

888-683-3445 and speak with a Customer Service representative. Make sure to give us your email address, too, if we do not already have 

it. If you�re not getting emails from OTF you may be missing out on a lot of important information.

Attention Sod Suppliers & Vendors

The OSPA Annual Summer Field Day is scheduled for Tuesday, August 12 at Columbus Turf Nursery, Ashville, Ohio. The Field Day is free to 

exhibit for OSPA member companies. Non-OSPA member exhibitor registration is just $150 per company. Dinner is included for all partici-

pants. For information on exhibiting or attending, call OSPA at 888-683-3445 or visit www.OhioTurfgrass.org under calendar of events for 

more information.

Interested in becoming a member of The Ohio Sod Producers Association? Contact OSPA at 888-683-3445. OSPA � a division of OTF.
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The Ohio Turfgrass Foundation is excited to announce it will hold 

its annual Scholarship and Research fundraising scramble Monday, 

October 6 at West�eld Group Country Club, West�eld Center, OH.

 

Westfield Group Country Club is a 36-hole facility owned and op-

erated by Westfield Group Insurance and is used primarily for the 

entertaining of Westfield agents, employees, select members and 

their guests.

The original nine was built in 1937 on what is now the front nine 

of the South Course. In 1969, under the direction of Golf Course 

Architect Geoff Cornish, the South Course was expanded to 18 

holes. In 1972, Cornish and then Superintendent John Spodnik 

teamed up once again to construct the North Course and pro-

vide the template for today�s facility. In 1997, Craig Schreiner was 

hired as golf course architect and developed a new Master Plan, 

of which many projects have been executed including; South 

Course Bunker Renovation, and 2005 South Course Renovation 

to holes 4, 5, 15 and 13. 

The 2008 Scholarship and Research Scramble will be played on 

the North Course which is a par 72, plays 6,800 yards from the 

tips and has a slope rating of 72.6. 

OSU Grad Kyle Smith is Assistant on the North Course, while Mike 

Sterzer (ATI) is the Assistant on the South Course. 

The 2007 tournament, held at NCR Country Club generated more 

than $13,000 for the OTF Scholarship and Research fund.

Next to the OTF Conference and Show, the Golf Tournament gen-

erates the most non-dues revenue for OTF. Lawn care compa-

nies, sod producers, athletic field managers, grounds managers 

and golf course superintendents and their staff are encouraged 

to participate and support OTF�s mission of funding turfgrass re-

search and education.

�We urge everyone to register early since we�ll undoubtedly sell 

out�, exclaimed OTF Executive Director Kevin Thompson. �It is a 

great way to build staff loyalty and to reward employees for their 

hard work � while supporting OTF�.

Also contributing to the success of the tournament are the spon-

sors. �We would be remiss in not mentioning the fact that spon-

sors play a huge role in the success of the tournament� adds 

Mark Jordan, OTF Golf Tournament Committee Chair. If you are 

interested in sponsorship, please contact OTF offices or simply fill 

out a sponsorship form on the tournament registration form.

To reserve your spot in this year�s tournament, please register 

early as space is limited to the first 144 golfers. The registration 

form is on page 10 and on the OTF website. Call 888-683-3445 

for more information.

Westfield Group CountrY Club
to Host OTF Golf Tournament – Monday, October 6



OTF Golf Tournament
Westfield Group Country Club – October 6, 2008

Join other turfgrass professionals on Monday, October 6 at the Westfield Group Country Club �  
Westfield Center, OH for the 2008 OTF Golf Tournament. The tournament is limited to the first 144 golfers.  
Reservations will be made on a first-come, first-served basis. For your best chance at reserving space,  

complete the reservation form, include your registration fees, and mail or fax them to us today!

Highlights of the DaY Include:

18 holes of golf at the fabulous Westfield Group Country Club � Individual gifts for each golfer 
Shotgun scramble beginning at 11:00 am � Box Lunch � Team Individual and door prizes 

Hole-in-One contests � Putting contest � Hot hors d�euvres and awards presentations 

Deadline for Reservations: Monday, September 29, 2008. Reservations will be processed on a first-come, first-served basis.

@

Sponsorships (Please check one)

  Tee Sponsor � $175

  Beverage Cart Sponsor � $500

  Meal Sponsor � $500

For Office Use Only
Rcvd___________  Amt $ __________ Ck# __________ Ackd __________

Important OTF Golf Tournament Policy

Any team that has won the OTF Annual Golf Tournament may only have  
a maximum of two (2) returning players compete on the same team the  
following year.

Method of Payment (Payment due at time of order)

 Company Check    Cashier�s Check/Money Order (Make payable to OTF) 

 Debit     Credit           American Express    Discover    MasterCard    VISA

All payments in US funds drawn on a US bank.  
A $25 fee will be changed for a returned check.

Credit Card Account #_ _________________________________________

Exp. Date __________________    Amt. Charged $_ __________________

Cardholder�s Name (print) _______________________________________

Authorized Signature___________________________________________

Member Information 

Member #_______________________________________________________

Name__________________________________________________________

Mailing Address___________________________________________________

City____________________________________________________________

State _________________________  Zip+4____________________________

Phone (            ) __________________________________________________

E-mail__________________________________________________________

OTF Member     Yes    No

  I am registering as a single golfer @ $125.

  I am registering more than one golfer @ $125 each. 

     (List names of golfers below.)

  I am registering as a foursome @ $500. 

     (List organization and names of golfers below.)

Organization_ ____________________________________________________

1.__________________________________________   Hdcp ______________	

2.__________________________________________   Hdcp ______________	

3.__________________________________________   Hdcp ______________	

4.__________________________________________   Hdcp ______________	

      (Combined team handicap must be 40 or more)

Mail or Fax with Payment to:

OTF Golf Tournament � Ohio Turfgrass Foundation

1100-H Brandywine Blvd  

Zanesville, OH 43701-7303

Phone: (888) 683-3445 � Fax: (740) 452-2552

Web: www.OhioTurfgrass.org � E-mail: info@OhioTurfgrass.org 

* Directions will be sent with confirmations

@
Completing this form serves management notice that you agree to be contacted by mail, phone, fax and/or e-mail.


